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up and part with to their feveral and refpetive Creditors, if they would ac-
cept of the fame, and grant the fuid Petitioners their Liberty, which feems

'{o unlikely for them to obtain, that (unlets reliev’d by a particular A¢t to be

afs’d in their Favour, which by their faid Petitions they have humbly pray-
ed) they mult inevitably continue Prifoners for Lite; and as the Allegations -
of the faid Petitioners appear to this General Aflembly to be true, and that
their lying in 'Goal can be of no Advantage. to their Creditors, it is humbly
prayed that the faid Petitioners may be relieved according to their Prayer, and

that it may be}Ena&ed;

II. anv be it Enatted, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by
and with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfhip’s Governor, and the Upper and
Lower Houfés of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That in cafe the faid
Prifoners fhall deliver up and furrender, or caufe to be delivered up and fur-
rendered to the Sheriffs of the refpective Counties aforefaid, in the Prefence
of Two Juftices of the Peace of the Counties aforefaid, whom the faid She-
riffs are hereby required to fummon, at the Requeft of the faid Prifoners, at
{fome convenient Time after the Receipt of this Act, not exceeding Five Days,
all their Real and Perfonal Eftate, either in Pofleflicn, Reverfion, Remain-
der, or in Truft, or in or unto which they have any Claim or Intereft what-
foever, and likewife before the Day before-mentioned, convey, aflign, transfer,
and make over unto the Sheriffs, refpectively, for the Ufe of the faid Credi-
tors, all {fuch their Eftate, Intereft, or Claim as aforefaid, after fuch Man-
ner, as by the faid Sheriffs, and by the major Part of fuch Creditors, or fuch
of them as fthall think fit to dire& therein, or their Council Learned in the
Law, fhall reafonably devife or require, at the Cofts and Charges of the Per-
fons who fhall claim Benefit thereof, fo that the faid Prifoners be not bur-
thened with any Warrantees thereby, other than againft themfelves, or thofe
claiming by, from, or under them, and that the faid Prifoners, at the Time
of fuch their Surrender, and transferring their Eftate as aforefaid, fhall
take their folemn Oaths (or Affirmation if Quakers) before the faid Two
Juftices aforefaid, to the Eftect following, wiz. <« I A. B. do Afirm, or fi-
““ lemnly Swear, That the Goods, Debts and Effects, which I bave delivered, af-
¢ figned, and made over to the Sheriff of County, and in Truft for the
“ Ufe of my Creditors, is the whole Eftute both Real and Perfonal of my own in

<< Poffeffion, or that I have any Title to in the World, and that I have not any

““ Effate, Goods, or Effects of any Kind whatfoever, left either in Pofleffion, Re-
““ werfion, or Remainder, (the neceflary Wearing Apparel of myfelf, Wite, and
““ Children, and Working Tools, excepted ; ) and that I bave not, direitly, or in-
< direflly, fold, leafed, or otherwifc conveyed, difpofed of, or intrufled, all, or

< any Part of my Effate, thereby to defraud my Creditors, or to fecure the fame,
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 to recerve or expel? any Profit or Advantage thereof. So help me GOD :” It
fhall and may be lawful for the Sheriffs of the Counties aforefaid, after the
End of the faid Five Days, and they are hereby required to difcharge the faid
Prifoners, and fuffer them to go at {arge. S

III. dnb be it further Enatted, That if the faid Prifoners, or any of them,
fhall be arrefted or imprifoned on any Procefs fued out on any Judgment or
Decree obtained againft any of them, for any Debt, Damages or Cofts, con-
tracted, owing or growing due before the End of this Seffion of Affembly,
the Court out of which fuch Procefs iffued, thall and may difcharge fuch
Prifoner, on Motion. And if the faid Prifoners, or any of ‘them, fhall be
arrefted or imprifoned on any Procefs, for the Recovery of any Debt, Dama-
ges, or Cofts, contraéted, owing or growing duc before the End of this Seflion
of Affembly, the Court or Juftice before ‘whom fuch Procefs fhall be return-
ed, fhall and may difcharge the Party arrefted, out of-Cuftody, on his or her
common Appearance being entered, without any fpecial Bail.  Provided, That

the Difcharge of the faid Prifoners, or any of them, fhall not acquit :]my
other



